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The Centre for Child and the Law continues with its work focusing mainly on the following areas:

1. Juvenile Justice

2. Universalisation of Quality School Education Programme

3. Post Graduate Diploma in Child Rights  Law (PGDCRL)

A. Juvenile Justice
Publications/Editorial work undertaken
· ’Framing of delegated legislation under Juvenile Justice Law in India; towards a democracy of the people, for the people and by the people’; Arlene Manoharan, submitted for publication in My Name is Today, Butterflies, New Delhi (published in Vol XV)
· ‘The Capability Approach, Human Rights Approach and Child Protection’, Arlene Manoharan and Dr. Archana Mehendale, presented at the 2008 Annual Conference of the Human Development and Capability Association as part of the Panel on Children’s Capabilities Deprivation vs Equality, Inclusion and Human Development, held at New Delhi, India (Sept 2008) and published on its official website.

· Executive Editor, YaR News, published by Bosco Institute of Social Sciences for South Asia Forum for the Young at Risk. (Inaugural Vol I published in July 2008, Vol II in Jan 2009)
· Member, Editorial Advisory Board, ‘The ECHO’, Quarterly Newsletter on Juvenile Justice, brought out by ECHO, Bangalore 
Presentations at Conferences/Consultations
· Missing, Lost and Abandoned Children’ by Arlene Manoharan, at International Conference on Child Rights and Social Duties, organized by NALSAR University India and Cumberland Law School, Samford University, USA, 25th and 26th July 2008, Hyderabad, India.

· ‘Work of the Centre for Child and the Law, NLSIU on the Juvenile Justice Act and Rules’ by Arlene Manoharan at International Conference on Child Protection Mechanisms as part of the UKIERI, organized by Child Rights in Goa, 23rd and 24th May 2008, Goa

· CCL’s work on capacity building in child rights law at HID State level workshop on Para legal Education 22nd Dec 

· Attended the International Consultation on Alternate forms of Justice at CIEDS, Bangalore 30th March 
Resource Person/Training Programmes/Membership to various bodies
On behalf of CCL, NLSIU Ms. Arlene Manoharan participated in the following programmes in different capacities:

· Resource person for Training of Trainers on Juvenile Justice at National Judicial Academy, Bhopal, 10th May 2008.
· Panel presentation on ‘Mental Health of Children and Human Rights Violations’, at National Consultation on Mental Health, organized by National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), July 2008.
· Member of the Jury for Karnataka State Public Hearing on Torture, part of the National Project on Prevention of Torture, organized by SICHREM for PUCL. 11th and 12th August. 
· member of the Jury to judge the Louis M Brown International Client Counseling Competition hosted by NLSIU, in which 20 leading Universities from around the world participated, 6th April 2008.
· Keynote Address, contributed to the design of the conference and delivered one lecture titled ‘Introduction to Juvenile Justice’, at the All Assam Consultation on JJ organized by Snehalaya and UNICEF, Guwahati, 11th – 14th Dec 2008.
· Presentation titled – ‘Status of Implementation of JJ in Karnataka’ at the Regional level Orientation Programme for JJB and CWC members, organized by NIPCCD, South Regional Office, 18th Dec 2008

· Nominated by the Vice Chancellor, NLSIU to represent the University on the KSLSA Sub-Committee on Child Rights, November 2008.
· Appointed member of the Core team of the Juvenile Justice National Desk, an initiative of Navajeevana, Vijayawada. She has contributed extensively in defining and shaping this important national network, as well as the design of the 2nd National Conferences on Juvenile Justice in September 2008. She played a nodal role in drafting the Appeal to approve the Integrated Child Protection Scheme and kick off a national Campaign to lobby with the Planning Commission for the same through this network. (13th Feb)

· Appointed Member of the Rules Drafting Committee for State Rules for the Karnataka Commission for Protection of Child Rights. (2008)

· Appointed member of the Regional Commission to look into cases of abuse, harassment and indiscipline within the institutions run by the Sisters of the Good Shepherd (RGS) in India and Nepal.

Academic Courses in Child Rights (For more detailed report please refer to Section on Distance Courses)
Joint TISS-NLSIU PG Diploma in Child Rights

Ms. Manoharan and Dr. Archana Mehendale developed the curriculum and sourced vast amounts of Background material for 6 papers to be taught by NLSIU in the proposed NLSIU-TISS Joint PG Diploma on Child Rights, and presented these at the Curriculum Finalization Workshop held in TISS (May 8th and 9th). This course was approved by the University authorities in August 2008.
Work undertaken at the Centre as part of HIVOS Project in addition to the aforementioned
Rule making under the NCPCR Act 2006

Ms. Manoharan contributed to draft rules and in institutionalizing a democratic process for Rule making under this Act in the State. Also sent these draft recommendations to Rule Drafting Committee in Maharashtra

Rule making under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Act 2006

Ms. Manoharan was invited to be a member of the Karnataka Rule drafting Committee set up by the Department of Women and Child Development, GoK. She contributed recommendations for draft Rules under this Amendment.  She undertook detailed research, submitted recommendations and successfully lobbied for the final draft to be placed in the public domain (Dept website) in order to enable democratic participation in law making. (Letter dated 22nd April 2008). The CCL Draft Model Rules and Recommendations for Rules under the JJ Act 2000 as well as the Amendment were sent to representatives of other States to inform their Rule making processes. These drafts were sent to UNICEF Consultant for Bihar, Human Rights Law Network, Pratidhi Foundation, Delhi, Mr. Mansoor Qadri and Mr. Santosh for Maharashtra, and Snehalaya in Guwahati for Assam on their request for assistance in Rule making processes. One two day State Level Consultation was also organized by CCL on the Draft Rules with the Drafting Committee and Prof Pande, (Chair on Human Rights, NIHR and member of the Rules Drafting Committee set up by the Ministry of Women and Child Development, Govt of India to draft the Model Rules 2007). He was invited by CCL to chair these consultations and review the Karnataka Draft. (April 2008)
Direct Case Work with child clients. The JJ team handled cases of children, referred them for required services and initiated legal action where required. This included cases of child trafficking, corporal punishment, medical negligence, child sexual abuse, children whose father had deserted the family, children in conflict with law, and a lost child. A complaint was lodged with the State Human Rights Commission on the unnatural death of child in Judicial Custody (7th August). Assistance was also provided to an adult adopted as a child from India and now residing abroad, fighting a legal battle to trace her mother.

National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights study on Juvenile Justice Ms. Manoharan submitted her opinion on the draft of the Study undertaken by a Sub-Committee set up by the NCPCR to look into the functioning of the JJBs in select states (Feb 2009) and subsequently attended a consultation on the same with the members of the NCPCR on 20th March 2009.
Monitoring of adult jails: Ms. Manoharan undertook research and submitted a note to Mr. Sukumaran, an official working in the Department responsible for implementation of Juvenile Justice in Hyderabad, AP, titled ‘Monitoring of Adult Jails to identify the presence of juveniles’ (16th Jan 2009)

Multi-Disciplinary Case Conferences: Ms. Manoharan undertook research and facilitated Multi-Disciplinary Case Conferences with one NGO and subsequently in collaboration with the Dept of Psychiatry (Child and Adolescent Unit), NIMHANS. Practicing lawyers, NGOs partnering with the Dept of Psychiatry in handling cases referred to them, members of the CWC for Girls (Bangalore Urban) and others were invited. 
Work undertaken as part of the Karnataka State Legal Services Authority (KSLSA) Project
The JJ team successfully facilitated processes within CCL to draft a funding proposal to KSLSA, based on which an institutional linkage was built. CCL has now received funding for a project titled – Towards Progressive Realization of Child Rights’ as part of this project the JJ team has undertaken the following:

a) Translation of UN Documents: With a view to disseminate information and sensitize the community on the issue of Juvenile Justice, the JJ team in consultation with experts translated various UN documents on the issue into Kannada. The draft publication has already been submitted to KSLSA with the hope of publishing it jointly after a consultation with other experts including representatives from KSLSA, the NLSIU and the DWCD.
b) Legal Services for Children: One of the main aspects of our work on Juvenile Justice is to provide legal aid to the children and families in the juvenile justice system, facilitate speedy justice and generate awareness among the community about the rights of children. In pursuit of this objective a team consisting of Mr. Pramod Naikodi and NLSIU students made several visits to the Observation Home for Boys situated at Madiwala and attended the sittings of the Juvenile Justice Board (JJB). The team identified issues confronting children and challenges faced by the DWCD functionaries as well as the JJB members themselves and with the guidance provided by Ms. Manoharan, offered assistance in an attempt to resolve the same.  The team also contributed to revamping systems and procedures for documentation and enabled the JJB to take cognizance of the delays in the filing of charge sheets for over 2-3 years. It was brought to the notice of the JJB that charge sheets were filed in only 16% of the children’s cases. The team also prepared cases summaries and Face Sheets to enable the JJB to fully understand the case in a short period of time, which played a critical role in getting few children released on bail immediately. Students were also supported to provide legal assistance to the JJB in order to enable child rights centric judicial decisions.
c) Exploratory Research on Social Audit of the JJ system: Ms. Manoharan submitted a note on Social Audit and Juvenile Justice to the KSLSA Sub Committee on Child Rights, which was also sent CRY, Bangalore and to Pratidhi Foundation, Delhi to support their work on social auditing. She has also undertaken exploratory research to enable a participatory social audit as an activity of this Committee.
Celebration of International Human Rights Day at NLSIU:
The JJ team had created a tradition of celebrating the International Nations' Human Rights Day on 10th December for the last couple of years with the NLSIU community and marginalized children from the neighbourhood. This is in order to sensitize the children, students and the faculty at the NLSIU regarding the rights of the children. In December 2009, the day was commemorated by CCL organizing programmes along with teachers and children from 16 Higher Primary Schools (12 Nagarbhavi and 4 in Bidadi Taluk situated in Ramnagaram district). More then 600 children participated in various events such as drawing competition; essay competition, skit competitions etc. and Prizes were distributed to the winners.

Capacity Building of JJ team: Mr. Pramod Naikodi attended the One Week Intensive Study Programme for young lawyers on December 22nd – 28th 2009 organized by NLSIU
B. Universalization of Quality School Education Programme

The activities carried out by the team working for universalisation of school quality education for the academic year 2008-09 can be divided into three broad categories. Micro Level Activities that includes the  activities organized and facilitated at the field level, Capacity Building Activities at different  and the Macro Level Activities  related to  policy research, advocacy and networking for larger policy and legal reforms. 

Field (Micro) level activities 

· The teacher’s opinion on the issue of remedial teaching was obtained from the teachers  working in our Panchayat using a questionnaire on the request of education Department  

· The Village Education assistants were part of the Divisional, District and Block Level training programmer in order to strengthen SDMCs at the Panchayat level. Later the VEAs  were part of the training programme as resource persons at the cluster level 

· The VEAs were participated in the community mobilization programme under “Samudayadatta Shale” and quality assessment under Karnataka State Quality Assessment Programme to make objective observations and the same has been reported to the Department. 

Capacity building programmes

· Orientation for the head teachers of Bangalore urban District on the theme “the role of community in the process of Universalisation”. The orientation was in the form of quiz. The training was organized by ISKON

· Orientation for the teachers at Chikkaballapur  on the theme “Dimensions and parameters of quality education” organized by the Department of public Instruction, Chikkaballapur District

· Orientations for the members of BRIDGE network on the challenges and possibilities of working with slum children to ensure quality education  for them 

· Orientation for the staff members of Abhivridhi and the members of the SDMC, on the issue of child labour in the iron ore extraction mines on the theme role of SDMCs in the abolition of child labour practice.

Macro Level activities

· Participated in two day consultation organized by NCPCR  on the subject Child Labour and Right to Education 

· Participated in the two day consultation programme organized by the Action Aid India on the subject Public Private Partnership and Right to Education 

· Half a day consultation with Ms. Colleen, Assistant Dean from the University of Calgary to discuss the status of school education in India. This was on the request made by Fedina organization. 
· Participated and  made a presentation on the Right to Education in India at the International Conference on Child Rights and Social Duties, organized by NALSAR University India and Cumberland Law School, Samford University, USA, 25th and 26th July 2008, Hyderabad, India 

· Participated and made presentation  in the national partners meet of India Literacy Project at Hyderabad on the theme Universalisation of Secondary Education –possibilities and challenges 
· Participated as a jury member in the Karnataka State Public Hearing on Torture, part of the National Project on Prevention of Torture, organized by SICHREM for PUCL. 11th and 12th August. 

· Participated in the two day planning meeting organized by the NCPCR to plan a national consultation on the theme abolition of child labor and right to education. Later participated and made a presentation  in the State level consultation organized by Karnataka and Tamil Nadu   

· Participated in the three day Central Coordination Committee meeting of CACL- National Chapter  to discuss about the issues and challenges before the campaign 

· Participated in the two day consultation organized by the  South Asia Education Group to discuss about the strategies to ensure  Right to Education to all children 

· Participated and made presentation in the TDH National partners meet  on the Right to Education 

NLSIU  - Post Graduate Diploma in Child Rights Law (PGDCRL)
Dr. Archana Mehendale, Dr. Neetu Sharma and Ms. Arlene Manoharan further developed the curriculum and reading material for this course which was approved by the University authorities in August 2008. The course, the first of its kind in India was formally launched. Prof Shantha Sinha, Chairperson, National Commission for Protection of Child Rights inaugurated the course and commended this pioneering initiative. 
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