CURRICULAM AND READINGS

PAPER 1

HUMAN RIGHTS, RULE OF LAW AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNANCE

OBJiCTIVES

1. Tounderstand the meaning, nature and scope of the concept of Human Rights and its relation to rule of
law and constitutional governance;

2. Tourderstand and appreciate the role of democratic process in the protection of human rights.

3. Tounderstand and appreciate the historical trajectories of the idea of Human Rights; and,

4. Tounderstand and appreciate the “dimensions of human rights” like individual and group rights and
also the interface among the social, economic, cultural and civil and political rights. '

SYLLABUS:

UNIT 1: Conceptual and Historical Foundations.

UNIT 2: Critical Ideologies and making of Human Rights
UNIT 3: Universality versus Cultural Relativity

UNIT 4: Group Rights and Collective Rights




UNIT 5: Democracy and Rule of Law
UNIT 6: Constitutionalism and Human rights in India

READINGS:
1. Nandita Haksar, The State, Rule of Law and Human Rights

2. Nandita Haksar, Rule of Law and Sovereignty of the State
3. Magna Carta (1215)

4. The American Declaration of Independence (1776)

5. Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizens (1789)

6. Jan Herman Burgers, The Road to San Francisco: The Revival of the Human Rights Idea in the
Twentieth Century

. Olympe de Gouge: Declaration of the Rights of Women (1791)
8.  Declaration of Rights for Women, by the National Woman Suffrage Association (1876)
9. Chartism: The People”s Petition (1838)
10. Thomas Jefferson on Slavery
11. Negro Declaration of Independence

11A. “The White Man’s Burden” by Benjamin R. Tillman
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17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

Balance W. Cook, In Pursuit of Property: The dispossession of the American Indian
ACLU, Civil Liberties in American Colonies

NCCL, Civil Rights in the Colonial Empire

Nandita Haksar, Cases and Materials on Human Rights—

®  Buritish Colonialism and Human Rights violations in India

®  British Colonialism an anti-Rowlatt agitation
Indian National Congress: Resolution on Fundamental Rights

Indian National Congress: Resolution on Fundamental Rights and Economic Programme (Karachi
Session: 1930)

S.Satyamurthy, Rights of Citizens

Sitharamam Kakarala, Human Rights Movement in Colonial India
Human Dignity as a Norrﬁative Concept

Jerome Shestack, The Philosophic Foundations of Human Rights
Human Rights: A Feminist Perspective

Human Rights, Group Rights, and Peoples’ Rights by Peter Jones






