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Rare Books and Manuscripts 

The Library’s rare book collections are internationally relevant and include many 

books found nowhere else.  

What is a rare book? We have adopted the following yard-sticks to determine the 

rare books; 

Printed on or before 1950; 

Only known to exist in a few copies; 

Found to have important manuscript annotations or marks of former ownership 

(provenance); 

In very fine or contemporary condition, e.g. in an original binding 

Some of the Notable Titles in Our Rare Books Collection 
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